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Sunday Services at Monyhull Church 

 

On the 4th January 2021 the Prime Minister announced a national lockdown.  While churches were 

allowed to continue to meet, Monyhull Church took the decision to stand with our local community 

and do all we could to help reduced the transmission of Covid 19.  As a result our Sunday services 

returned to pre-recorded online services. 

On the 22nd February 2021 the Prime Minister announced the roadmap to unlocking England with the 

first step being the reopening of schools on 8th March.  Given the progress of the vaccination 

programme and the significant reduction in infection rates, hospitalisations and deaths, Monyhull 

Church has decided to reopen, initially just for the Sunday morning service. 

We hope that over the coming weeks, as the country follows the roadmap to reopening that we will 

be able to reduce the restrictions on our meetings in line with government guidance and that people 

will be keen to return to in person meetings. 

It is vital that everyone attending Monyhull Church for a Sunday service follows these instructions.  If 

we do we will: 

• Comply with all relevant rules and regulations; 

• Continue to protect each other from the spread of Covid 19; 

• Continue to protect the NHS and save lives.   

This document is based on the latest government guidance and uses terms that are defined in that 

guidance which was last updated on 19 January 2021.   If you are unsure of any of the terms or want 

additional information, please email office@monyhullchurch.org  

Overview 

• Until further notice, Monyhull Church can only be used for certain activities including communal 

worship, individual prayer, funerals, weddings, essential voluntary and public services and support 

groups (As defined in the guidance).  The church cannot be used for other activities outside of 

these specific activities until the national lockdown ends; 

• From 14 March Monyhull Church will restart Sunday morning services at the church at 11am.  

These services will be simultaneously live streamed on YouTube.  They will not be available on 

Facebook.   

• Sunday evening services will continue to be pre-recorded and broadcast at 6pm on Sunday 

evening.  

Who will be able to attend? 

• Anyone who is classified as “clinically extremely vulnerable to coronavirus” is currently required 

to shield and cannot attend a church service. 

• It is up to each individual to decide if they should attend church and should consider a variety of 

factors including their age, health condition and vaccination status.  We respect each individuals 

choice and refrain from making judgements as to whether people should or shouldn’t attend.   

• Anyone with symptoms of Covid 19 or who has just returned from a country where the UK 

government has required a period of quarantine MUST NOT attend. 
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• Anyone self-isolating awaiting a Covid 19 test result MUST NOT attend. 

• Due to the social distancing measures that need to be in place the number of people attending a 

service will be limited to 80 - that is 75 booked through the booking system and room for 5 visitors 

on the day.  

• The booking system that is now on the church’s website.  You can access the next few weeks 

services on the church website – bookings are to be completed by 9pm on the Thursday before 

the relevant Sunday.   

• You will only be allowed to attend a service if you wear a face covering– spare facemasks will be 

available at the church.  Children under the age of 11 or those with a medical condition that 

prevents them from wearing a face covering are exempt from this requirement. 

What will happen when you arrive at church? 

• Everyone will be required to enter via the main annexe doors from the front of the building – the 

rear doors will be locked. 

• As you arrive please queue to enter and maintain 2 metre social distancing between each 

household (households are those who live together or who have formed a support bubble). 

• On entering the building everyone must sanitise their hands using one of the two hand sanitiser 

stations. 

• Please leave the foyer as soon as you have sanitised your hands so that others can enter the 

building. 

• Enter the main church and go to the booking desk.  If you are one of the 65 pre-registered 

attendees all you need to do is confirm your attendance.  If you are a visitor, you will be required 

to provide contact details in line with the governments track and trace requirements.  Anyone 

unwilling to provide contact information will be asked to leave. 

• You will be provided with a number – this will correspond to the seat(s) you or your household 

have been allocated.  People from different households will need to sit at a safe social distance of 

2 metres apart.  You must not move your seat(s). 

• The toilets in the annexe will be available for use but we would encourage regular attenders to 

limit their use of these facilities. 

• Stewards will be available to guide people and make sure that anyone using the toilets is able to 

maintain social distancing – please respect the stewards and follow their instructions. 

• There must not be any physical contact, shaking hands, hugs etc.  Please always maintain social 

distancing.  Anyone not complying with these safety measures will be politely reminded of them 

by the stewards.  If they continue to not respect these measures, they will be asked to leave the 

service. 

What will happen during the service? 

• Services will be kept to a maximum of 60 minutes.  

• Services will include prayers, Bible readings, some worship music, and a slightly shorter sermon 

(20-25mins). There may also be testimonies and other features from time to time. 

• There will be no congregational singing. 

• There will not be communion (The Lord’s Supper). 

• There will be no Growth groups or crèche.  However, if any parents have children who are 

unsettled in the service, they can bring them to the annexe hall – however social distancing 

between households must be maintained. 
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• The three fire doors and the annexe doors will be kept open if the weather permits. 

What happens at the end of the service? 

• Please remain seated until you are invited to leave by a steward. Individuals and households will 

be asked to leave one by one in an orderly manner. 

• Please do not remain in the building – once the stewards have told your household you can leave 

please do so immediately.  The risk of catching Covid is significantly increased indoors. 

• Please sanitise your hands as you leave. 

• As you leave please move away from the building as quickly as possible so that others can exit.   

• Everyone will be expected to maintain social distancing while on the church property (including 

the car park). 

• The current government rules are that you can only meet someone outside for exercise.  

Therefore you cannot interact with other attendees on site including outdoors.   

• The box for the BCM foodbank is available for your donations on a Sunday – please remember 

social distancing at all times including when delivering food.  All food items will be left for at least 

72 hours before being collected and distributed to BCM.  . 

• There is also a box in the foyer for various items that are the converted to cash and gifted to Just 

Caring – items include foreign currency and old mobile phones.  For more information on what 

can be deposited please ask Peter Mountford.  All items will be left in the box for at least 72 hours.  

Other important information 

• The upstairs of the annexe is not in use. 

• There is hand sanitiser in all the toilets. 

• There are new cleaning protocols for the church.  To limit the risk of cross infection if you have 

keys to the church you should not be accessing the church unless you have first obtained approval 

from the church caretaker. 

• No refreshments will be served and the kitchen is out of bounds.  If you need cold drinks/water 

for the service please bring your own.  

Booking system 

There is capacity for 65 people to be booked in advance and 5 visitors who show up on the day. A link 
to the booking system is on the website.   
 
Booking is completed by Thursday night and the seating plans are drawn up on Friday ready for 
Sunday. 
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What happens if someone who attends church subsequently has a positive Covid 19 test? 

If an attender subsequently tests positive, they would be contacted by the NHS track and trace team 

who would ask for details of people and places they have been in contact with.   Monyhull would be 

contacted by the track and trace team to obtain details of who else was present.  The track and trace 

team would determine who to contact.   Note the track and trace team would not consider everyone 

who has attended a service as a Contact – a Contact is someone who fulfils specific criteria as set out 

by the government as set out in the following guidance.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-

or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-

contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-

live-with-the-person#what-is-meant-by-a-contact 

 The relevant section for Monyhull defines a ‘Contact’ as: 

• a person who has had face-to-face contact (within one metre), with someone who has tested 

positive for COVID-19, including: 

- being coughed on 

- having a face to face conversation within one metre 

- having skin-to-skin physical contact, or 

- contact within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact 

• a person who has been within 2 metres of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 for 

more than 15 minutes 

•  a person who has travelled in a small vehicle with someone who has tested positive for COVID-

19 or in a large vehicle or plane near someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 

Therefore, if people follow the guidance it is unlikely, they will be asked to self-isolate in the event of 

a positive test – but keeping 2 metres apart always is vital. 

Not withstanding the above, if anyone attends Monyhull Church and subsequently tests positive for 

Covid 19 if they wish they can let the church know by contacting one of the two pastors at 

andycole@monyhullchurch.org or philsweeting@monyhullchurch.org.  If the person with Covid 19 so 

wishes, we will confirm to those who attended on the same weeks that someone has contracted Covid 

19 and to encourage people to be more vigilant for symptoms.   However, this is a voluntary system 

and the responsibility for track and trace remains with the NHS. 
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